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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



MARCH, 1853. 



WHY THE GOSPEL HAS NOT ABOLISHED WAR. 

Most Christians believe that Christianity will one day put an end to 
war, and insure the perpetual reign of peace over all the earth. The 
principles of the Gospel are clearly fitted to produce such a result ; and 
prophecy has foretold it in language so explicit and unequivocal, that we 
cannot doubt it without discarding the whole Bible. 

Why, then, has the Gospel hitherto failed to abolish the custom of war 
in any nation ? Such is the fact. More than 1850 years ago, the angels, 
fresh from the eternal throne, sang over the manger of Bethlehem that new 
and glorious song of " Peace on earth, goodwill to men;" yet from 
the time that nominal Christianity, in the person of Constantine the Great, 
ascended the throne of the Cassars, nations reputedly Christian, have 
been the most terrible fighters on earth, and for the last fifteen centuries, 
Europe, the garden of Christendom, has been the worst hot-bed of war in 
the wide world. Its nearly 30; war-ships, its three millions of standing 
warriors, its more than 1 1 ,000,000,000 spent every year for the support of 
its war-system even in peace, its accumulation of war-debts to the incred- 
ble amount of $10,000,000,000 — how can we account for such libels on 
our religion of peace, such glaring contradictions to the prophecies of 
Isaiah, to the song of the angels at our Saviour's birth, and to the en- 
tire Sermon qn the Mount ? Why is it that every government in Chris- 
tendom still clings to the war-system as tenaciously as pagan, war-like 
Rome ever did ? 

The reasonis as plain as the sun at neon — the Gospel, in its pacific prin- 
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ciples and influences, has not been to any considerable extent, applied 
aright to war, and until it is, can never abolish it. We will not now 
attempt to explain in detail the rise or long prevalence of this war-degen- 
eracy in the Christian Church, but will just illustrate its extent by two 
specimens — one from a Catholic Bishop, and the other from a Protestant 
Pastor ; each a pretty fair specimen of the class he represents. 

The Catholic. — Every one knows that the highest prelates all over 
Europe are wont to sanction and encourage war by blessing its banners, pray- 
ing for success in battle, and returning solemn thanks for victory. Last year, 
the Archbishop of Paris, the first prelate of Prance, addressed Louis Napole- 
on and his troops thus : — 

" The God of Peace, of whom we are the ministers, is also 
the God of armies. There has always been a religion in combats. 
With the Jewish people, it was God who directed battles, who 
formed the great captains and inspired the prophets with the most war- 
like accents. The Romans placed their Gods by the side of their eagles , 
at the head of their legions. Constantine achieved his greatest victories 
under the standard of the Cross. Our most valiant knights, before pro- 
ceeding against the infidels, had themselves and their arms blessed by the 
Church. Astonishing circumstance ! The Church, which preaches 
peace to all, whose holy army knows only how to shed its own blood, and 
has even a horror of that of the enemy — the Church has always had 
abundant benedictions for the soldier, for his arms, and for his standards. 

And now, hail to you, glorious standards, symbols of so many victories ! 
Our pontifical heart, which has never ceased to beat with the strongest 
feelings of patriotism, is moved again at seeing you. Their glory effaces 
from our eyes the former misfortunes of the country. God, sovereign 
master of war and peace, come and bless these standards; imprint on 
them the striking signs of Thy power and holiness. In seeing them let 
courage be animated, and ascend to its celestial principle. Let them be 
for our valiant soldiers a protection, and assured pledge of victory. 

The Protgstast — "The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company," 
a very peculiar military organization, composed of ex-officers as a kind 
of amateur soldiers, the elite or aristocracy of our militia, has been wont, 
for more than two centuries, to go every year through certain military 
manouvres on Boston Common, and then have a war-sermon preached to 
them by the most respectable minister of the Gospel they could get to 
perform a service so antagonistic to the gospel of peace. Last June, they 
held, it seems, their "2l4th anniversary," and listened to a sermon from a 
very respectable Orthodox preacher, which was thus reported in the relig- 
ious papers of the day : 

The topic of the sermon was — Ought military institutions, in the pres- 
ent state of society, to be encouraged and sustained ? The question was 
not whether wars of conquest or revenge were justifiable, or whether a 
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majority of all wars were not in the past sinful. The preacher would 
not be behind the most ardent peace man in his desire for peace, and he 
would ever labor for that end; but the question was not what might be, 
or ought to be, but what is. 

Some say war is totally prohibited by the New Testament. But the 
Old Testament and the New were from the same divine source, and it 
would be strange if they should teach opposite principles. Total prohibi- 
tion might do where all were Christians ; but any one reading the Old 
Testament would see, that God used the Israelites as the ministers of di- 
vine justice, to punish idolatrous and licentious nations. Those wars were 
waged by divine command, and under divine authority, and were comple- 
ted by divine aid, though some acts of these wars were not in accordance 
with, but against the divine wish. 

But passing by the Scripture argument, benevolence, justice and mercy 
require that arms should be used at times. If the cost of a man-of-war 
will endow a college, that would be no reason to set aside our 
fleets ; wthat ould be the shortest way to ruin every educational 
enterprise. Talk not of the Quaker's peaceful settlements amid the 
savages, nor of their present existence without war, or preparations 
for war. They have enjoyed a peace purchased and maintained 
by the blood of their neighbors. Peace men may afford to preach 
ultraism, when the bayonets of their fellow citizens are all around them 
to protect them from foreign aggression, and from lawless violence at 
home. 

Mr. S. then described the crushed, broken, and bleeding condition of 
humanity in Europe, and asserted that he did not see how these nations 
could ever obtain freedom except by force of arms. No one could expect 
the oppressor to raise the fetters from his slave. The Christian religion 
could not do it. Mr. S. closed by describing the soldier as he should 
be. 

Here, then, was a set effort by one known as an evangelical preacher, 
to vindicate "military organizations," the war-system, as a Christian in- 
stitution ! It may indeed be said, by way of apology, that nearly, if not 
quite the entire argument was drawn from our militia as a police ; a very 
good apology, if the preacher had been addressing a company of police- 
men, instead of military officers ; but the argument from this legitimate 
source was, from first to last, pressed into the support of "military organ- 
ization, " the war-system as an arbiter of international justice, the prac- 
tice of nations settling their controversies by the sword. The real echo 
of the discourse came out in the toasts and speeches at the dinner which 
followed : — 

Hon. Ciiakles Hueson, once a preacher. — The Ancient and Honora- 
ble Artillery Company — An embodiment of free institutions — a republic 
in miniature; seeking moral principles in the church to guide their disci- 
pline in the field. 
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Gov. Boutwell dwelt briefly upon the idea that the military spirit is 
a safe and proper spirit, worthy of encouragement, and not antagonis- 
tic to the spirit of civilization. He gave as a sentiment, 

The Military Spirit — Essential to a free Government during the 
progress of civilization ; and to be enlarged until progress shall become per- 
fection. 

Hon. Mr. Gourgas, — The Sermon mi this occasion — It contains the 
true Bible doctrine of non-resistance. 

By Col. Cowmn — The Sermon of to-day. — May it be as a text-book 
to the present generation and to future generations. 

Such was the impression made by the sermon as a plea for war ; and 
these Popish and Protestant specimens will suffice to show how the general 
pulpit of Christendom has been for more than fifteen centuries neu- 
tralizing the power of the gospel to abolish the practice of war. Preach- 
ers represent it as essential to all well regulated society, a proper and 
commendable thing, an indispensable Christian institution ! If so, it 
must of course continue to the end of time ; and the gospel, instead of 
abolishing war, will just serve to perfect and perpetuate it. Isaiah's 
prophecy of all nations beating their swords into plough-shares, and 
learning war no more, is sheer falsehood and folly, a flat contradiction, 
and an absolute impossibility. So long as the mass of Christians hold 
such views of the gospel, neither universal peace, nor the world's conver- 
sion can ever come. 



GORDON HALL ON PEACE: 

A BETTER SPECIMEN OF CHRISTIANITY ON THIS SUBJECT. 

From such unworthy views of the gospel, it is refreshing to turn and 
hear a man like Gordon Hall, the master spirit of the band of mis- 
sionaries that went from our shores to India. Writing from Bombay so 
early as 18l3, he says, in view of "the deplorable war with which God is 
chastising America for her sins, " 

"Over this great calamity, I would mingle my tears with yours, and 
implore the Prince of peace to come and still the nations. As to war, 
you may mark me for a thorough Quaker. I believe it is utterly oppos- 
ed to the spirit of the gospel for man in any case to draw his sword and 
stab his brother, " bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh " I wish eve- 
rybody would read Barclay, Clarkson and Dodge on this subject. Though 
they have not advanced the whole weight of argument that might be pre- 
sented, yet I think enough to convince every pious mind. How long did 



